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All That's Left
Of the Mills of the City

FI ora Hamlin Abbott wrote often of the many
and coming down the stream...a saw mill, a foundry, plaster mill, saw and grist mill, carriage shop, saw
tannery and a wool carding mil/l, al | getting

South Waterford was called The City and the stream has been called at various times Bear Brook,
Brook and City Brook.

For Robert Spencer and his wife Geraldine O'Donnell, who have been coming to The City since 19
the last mill still standing has been a labor of love to preserve and to restore. This August, they will sha
with us [ both their home and the preserved me

Bob has done a | ot of resear ch @rmrivitededeing e i v i
colonial right to run a watpro wer ed enter pri se. Theirs is the
was originally granted to Isaac Smith in 1795 for a saw mill. Josiah Farrar owned it next, as a cloth and
seed oil mill, at the same time living in the house adjacent to the mill now owned by Dan and Katt
Graney.

George Kimball Hamlin (son of Luther Hamlin and Hannah Kimball, grandson of America Hamlin
and Sally Parkhurst), operated it again as a saw mill until such time as he sold it to hisnflawre son
William Watson, a wounded pensioner returning from the Civil War, bought the mibiRriri@é4ily a
farmer, he married Marietta Hamlin and became a manufacturer of wooden items, including spools &
boxes for packing salt (and later nails.) He was credited with inventisayialgatevices at the mill.

The Falls is still called Watson's Falls and it has been built and rebuilt often as a flume or spillway o
the years. Watson's Salt Box Factory became a cider mill at some point. Watson's daughter Edith was
in 1874, attended Douglass Seminary and Bridgton Academy before becoming a teacher; she married

(Continuéd on page
Cider Mill then... And now...
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June 127 p.m. .
Annual Meeting &
Lake House Memoriq -~
at Old Town Housetji:’
Waterford Flat ,

July 4 912 a.m.
Parade, Open Hous
Rice Museum,
(next to Library)
and Old Town House

Sept. 126 p.m.
Tour of Beech Hill Farm
July 16 7 p.m. . and Bison Ranch
Reflections on the Five North Waterford
Kezars

North Waterford Church Oct. 9- 7 p.m.

Marr Family of Sweden

August 14 6 p.m.
Tour of rebuilt Watson's Mill
and film at Bear Mt. Grange

and South Waterford
Wilkins House

The Lake House before it was painted white

Dr. Cyrus Hamlin
Missionary to Turkey
Wilkins House
Waterford Flat

¥ ¥ ¥

There will be a range
of local speakers, from
| Kezar Lakes families to
... Ted & Doretta Colburn;

and from Bob Spencer
and Geraldine O'Donnell
to Sweden historian Dick
Lyman.

We hope you will come and
share your recollections of these
people and places, as well as of
the Lake House, where we hope
to see Michael Myers. All meet-
ings will have potluck refresh-
ments except Beech Hill, where
the Colburns will treat us.

Waterford Flat

South Waterford Come one, come all.
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Entertainment i n the pGood Ol d Days

Elmer Henley's diaries (as summarized by Edward Holt) show Iu a.n CeS

long hours and hard work of a farmer's lifecestthy 19ned

into the 2@entury. But there was plenty of entertainment as well. .
i : , Hills and Marrs
Visiting among neighbors was probably the primary form by Nancy Chute Marcotte

of entertainment, but that incuded quilting bees, ball games

family reunions, picnics at places like Albany Basin, sle ds'%gqulizll Ge‘rggngigv‘:’/‘”riiﬁ"’gt' ':"groi;'et of
and skating parties, Cr 00U&yprook k8 RbokdLAeS Snlr £880 fsh N
musi cal evenings, okitchepnji{j yrnkedmrmed | afgdogsthavngm dd

at Grange Halls and other locations. 1850 map it is near th
Elmer's wife Rena played piano with dance bands and it Was!l | s. 6[ see insert for

not unusual for them to go to dances two or three timgs a! n an undated o0To Our
week! newspaper column from 1943 or 1944, Flora

They went to barn dedications, concerts, Grange e?rﬁb ott wrote that othe

. . ast Tuesday night was more than the Hill
mgs_and other fraternal organlzatl_ons. They saw the MoWi&, mill could stand and it collapsed... This mill
oBirth of a Nationo (191

had dbrie @ lotiofl blisiHeSs tfof @ dret thanyl €

l anternd shows) such as o0 nywarsam in Miawayaslbdensohgred: Jalge top «
In the summer there was Chautauqua. Below is part dhatown and | am really sad to know that the
brochure on the Radcliffe Chautauqua which came to toyrffifl has come to that, as well as to most of the
1923, recently donated by Meg and Whizzer Wheeler| Pig" mills down along the stream. Of the eight
other side shows a whole list of performers, includin yscarcely over a half mile early in the eight-

. th century there are now only three still do-
opera company and several soloists and lecturers. ing business: the W. K. Hamlin & Son Box Mill,

There have been a series of singing schools in Waterfeed Haynes Cider Mill and the Hamlin Wool
over the years. We have a|Gardcharm Ifor. 6 he 0Wa
tute of Music and Dr amao | i nGeorgeHd wasgag eht@pseneurwhd r e c t

Holt and featuring choirs, drama workshops and organ Wgent on to become a car dealer in Norway, He
struction married Bessie Hamlin, daughter of James Ham-

. . [.in and namesake for 0 E
Plays were frequently put on in town, especially at Oﬁ@oka Beach). An extensive land holding of

Waterford Winter Carnival and by the Bear Mt. Communifyore than 75 acres came from Bessie's inher-
Club or the Granges. itance and covered all of the Keoka property,

There was a | ot of ent er|tthalaka ontetrand beach, astwdil @s cantigung d
across Mill Hill to the old Hamlin Farm under
Hawk Mountain at one time.

Earl Marr was the eldest of seven children
born to William Leaver Marr and his wife Min-
nie. Earl and his wife Alice (Kneeland) lived
most of their lives in the farmhouse at the top
of Mill Hill and raised four children: Earl Jr.,
Mary (m. Oscar Andrews), James, Roger and
Ann.

Since the Marrs will be a topic of one of our
2014 meetings, | will tell you a little more about
them. It's a tangled and interesting genealogy
beginning with Sir John Erskinerd Barl of
Mar in Aberdeen, Scotland. He led a Jacobite
uprising against King George | in 1715.
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