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During the summer of 2015 we featured several programs and a tour of the mining past of Waterford. 
Following is part of the research done by Bob Spencer for his presentation. 

 

 Last year, a friend lent me Jane Perham's book Gems and Minerals of Oxford County... Reading 

that book opened my eyes to the rich subculture of mineralogy and rock hunting hereabouts. I be-

gan to wonder if our town, known for its agricultural and industrial heritage, might also have a simi-

lar history of mining.  

 In that book (and others by Van King and Jean Blakemore) the Pegmatite belt where most of the 

mining and collection has been done seemed a crescent running from Rumford in the east, through 

Andover, Newry, Hebron, Woodstock, Buckfield, Greenwood, West Paris to Albany, Stoneham 

and Lovell in the west. Then I learned of George Howe's discovery of gemmy amethysts on Pleasant 

Mountain in Bridgton in the 1920s and a more recent 

discovery of the same gem in Sweden during the 1970s. If 

the geological crescent ran all around us, surely the same 

deposits must lie beneath our fields and hills. 

 At our annual meeting, geologist Jim Dover ex-

plained how we sit on the largest intrusion of granite in 

the eastern U.S., the Sebago Batholith. We know that 

pegmatites, the source of many of the world's rare crys-

tals and minerals, form at the edges of such large plu-

tons... (By definition a pegmatite is a type of granite in 

which crystals of its chemical elements are larger than 

1/2ó but can be as large as 42ó long.) 

 One of the great attributes of the Oxford Hills is the 

abundance of mineral wealth which lies in such veins or 

intrusions which permeate the rocky ledges stripped bare 

by ancient glaciers. Residents and visitors alike, ever 

since the earliest finds of gemmy (gem quality) crystals of 

amethysts on Mt. Mica in West Paris, on our own Bear 

Mountain and in West Waterford (Blackguard) in the 

1820s, have come to fill their buckets and sacks with 

choice specimens.

                                     (Continued on page 4) 
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The Waterford Historical Society newsletter is published to benefit its membership. The Society, founded in 1965, is a non-profit 
Corporation created for the purpose of preserving and making available to persons interested, any and all historical and other material 
that shall be deemed valuable and worthy of preservation, in an effort to perpetuate for this and future generations, events, customs and 
traditions of local history, past, present and future, and to make possible the diffusion of such knowledge. 

  2015-2016 OFFICERS 
 

President: Ted Gerber 

Vice President: Bob Spencer 

Secretary: Nancy Marcotte 

Treasurer: Ralph MacKinnon 

Membership: Joanne MacKinnon   

Newsletter Editor: Bill Haynes 

Trustees: Tony and Donna Butterall, 

  Ted Gerber, Joanne MacKinnon, 

  Marge Nihan, Bonnie Parsons and 

  Henry and Joy Plate 

 MEMBERSHIP DUES  

Classification: Individual/Couple  

Life member: $100/$150 - Annual: $10/$15 

Seniors (65 & over) ñ $5/$8 

Membership renewals are due June 1. Membership dues 

help to fund our newsletter and its mailing cost.  

Visit www.waterfordme.org/WatHistSoc 

or the Facebook page of the Waterford Library 

 Send checks to: 

Waterford Historical Society 

PO Box 201 

Waterford ME 04088 

We have the following publications for sale: òHistory of Waterford 1775-1875ó and òHistory of Waterford 1875-1976ó 
for $10 each. òThis is Waterford 1803-2003ó for $10 inventory reduction. Add $8 to ship one book or $12 to ship two 
or three books. Paid-up dues members qualify for a 50% discount. 

The 2015 Program of the Waterford Historical Society began with the annual meeting at our traditional ven-

ue, the Old Town House on June 11. Our speaker was Jim Dover of Bridgton. A geologist, formerly with NOAA, 

Jim presented the fascinating and often overlooked prehistory of Waterford and vicinity. We learned about the ori-

gins of the topography of our town and how volcanic and glacial events shaped this area. 

 On June 19, we were treated to a buffet dinner prepared by the management and staff of Birch Rock Camp. Food 

was excellent and plentiful, and entertainment was provided by Edward Gabrielsen, singer and musician, who 

stepped in at the last minute through the efforts of Bonnie Parsons and Joy Plate. 

 On July 9, through the efforts of Bob Spencer, we enjoyed a program on òRocks and Minerals in Waterford.ó 

This was a great follow to the Jim Dover presentation the previous month. It was an eye opener to learn that Water-

ford had several active mines at one time. Who knew? Two days later, Bob led a tour of a local mine with several har-

dy individuals. A lot of fun for those who attended. 

On August 13, we were hosted by the North Waterford Congregational Church to learn about North Wa-

terford before and after the fire that nearly wiped out that section of town in 1900. Nancy Marcotte was the principle 

presenter that evening and she also provided several photos that illustrated the contrast between the before and after. 

At the September 10 program, David Sanderson presented a comprehensive look at the land and homes of 

David McWain and the history of McWain Hill from 1690 to 1835. 

The October 8 program was unique in that Kathy and Dan Graney assumed the identities of Mr. & Mrs. Na-

thaniel Rounds as they led a tour of their antique residence in South Waterford. The large crowd squeezed into the 

various rooms, hallways and stairways to learn about the history of the house and the Rounds family that once occu-

pied it.  

The final presentation of the season was held on November 12 at the Wilkins House where Dr. Stanley 

Howe of Bethel spoke about the role of local people in the Civil War. Bill Colbath and Henry Plate brought exam-

ples of Civil War era weapons. Bill also spoke at some length about the likely route of the Underground Railroad 

that may have seen escaped slaves passing through Waterford. 

By Ted Gerber 
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MYSTERIOUS HOUSES 
by Nancy Chute Marcotte 

 

 Our calendar for 2016 has a great 

picture of a connected farmhouse, a clas-

sic Cape with dormers and Greek Reviv-

al details (see this page.) We don't know 

where it was located when Ralph 

MacKinnon took the photograph out of 

its frame for calendar prep. On the back 

was penciled òMrs. Jennie Haynes.ó 

 She was my great-grandmother, wife 

of William, mother of Harry Haynes 

and Edna Haynes Tarbox. Some of 

those figures in the photo may be 

Hayneses but I don't know. Jennie's fa-

ther Sam Marr built a house at Mutiny 

Corner but that doesn't quite match. 

The Hayneses lived on Haynes Road off 

Sweden Road. We have a couple of pic-

tures of that house ñ one with summer 

boarders ñ before it burned. Not exact-

ly the same.  

 Jennie also lived at the tea room 

house opposite Elm Vale Cemetery, 

which had two separate fires, and, as an 

old lady, lived with her son's family in 

the South Waterford house that burned 

in 2012. 

 Maybe this house is also just a cellar 

hole today. Perhaps it was the Marr 

house in Sweden, which also burned. It 

might still exist but totally remodeled so 

we'll never be able to identify it. Does 

anyone recognize it? 

 The photo probably was taken ca. 

1900 when it seems to have been the 

(Continued on page 4) 

 Many people contribute to the work we do. Bob Spencer, Bonnie 

Parsons and Joy Plate have all done considerable research and catalogu-

ing of scrapbook information. David Sanderson willingly contributes his 

vast archives and knowledge to us. Henry Plate makes sure signs and 

benches are put away for winter. Ralph and Joanne MacKinnon keep our 

records. Tony and Donna Butterall give tours of the Rice Museum. 

 Thanks to Agnes Lahti who, even in the nursing home, continues to 

save historical clippings and obituaries for us. Jeff and Donna Springer 

donated items from Clarence òCadó and Lillian Johnson Pride, which 

were in the attic of Pride Farm on McWain Hill in East Waterford. We 

are very grateful. 

  This reminds us that we frequently are given photos, books and 

artifacts but we donõt always know whom to thank or where to send 

acknowledgements. Please include names and mailing addresses or identi-

fying information.  

 Nancy Eaton has come back to Maine and we are thankful she is on 

a project to collect info on cottages that have been in families for a long 

time. Expect to see a survey in the spring. òHow Did We Get Here?ó will 

be a focus of next yearõs programming. Weõd love to tour some of our 

older cottages and camps. 

 The Society received a lovely note from Angela Adams in South 

Carolina with a membership for her brother David. She wrote, òHe and 

I are descendants of Julia and Eugene Dudley, who were the proprietors 

of the Lake House in the late 1800s. Our maternal grandmother was 

Anne Dudley Douglas, and our mother is Dorothy Douglas Adams. 

Many of our childhood summers were spent swimming in Keoka, climb-

ing Mt. Tirem, helping Urban and James Tyler herd their dairy cows to 

and from the pasture and watching the milking machines, picking wild 

blueberries and raspberries, attending those wonderful community 

breakfasts and savoring òbirch bark beeró from the soda cooler at 

Rounds store. These are some of the happiest moments of my 67 years!! 

David just ran in Waterfordõs fall run with our dear friends Tom Ham-

mett and his sister Dos. Lastly, the best gift I received this Christmas was 

a bottle of water from Keoka from David. Now I have a little touch of 

this beloved village right here in SC. òThis is probably ôTMI,õ but I want-

ed to share with you our family history and connection to the village and 

our deep love for it.ó 

2016 calendars are still available from trustees or by mail. The cover 
photo is an unidentified house labeled only òMrs. Jennie Haynes.ó 

Acknowledgements 
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fashion to photograph people standing outside their homes and businesses Ƅ we have a lot of those.  

 I always wish people had or would identify their photographs. As we pursue some more house and 

camp histories for next year's programs, we hope to gather more photos with identifying information. 

 It's definitely western Maine when you see connected farms because Thomas Hubka discovered 

that's practically the only place they were built (Big House, Little House, Back House, Barn). But 

where? 'Tis a mystery! Where was this one? 

 Among other mysterious photos which intrigue me is this postcard labelled only òBeech Hilló 

with a charming little house. Can anyone tell me what house? Please write. Send other pictures. 

 Meanwhile, I'm going to go label more of my own photos. That's a good task for winter by the 

fireside. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Family and summer boarders at the old Haynes Farm 
near Sweden, Maine, ca. 1908. Jennie is seated on the 
bench at left and Will is standing at the right. 

Elijah, Ezekial, James and Joseph  (Minerals) 
 

 Here in Waterford itself, the history of mines and quarries is dwarfed by comparison to what has transpired in the 

towns just to the north and west. However, mineral finds in North Waterford, on Beech, Burnell, Stearns and Thunder 

hills, have provided some business for local farmers, investors from away and hobbyists who have combed our hills for 

nearly 200 years. 

 The legendary discovery of lovely amethyst quartz crystals in 1821 on Mt. Mica in West Paris began the first stage 

of mineral discoveries in Oxford County. Many of you may know the story of two young naturalists, Elijah Hamlin of 

Paris and his friend Ezekial Holmes. As Augustus Choate Hamlin describes it in his 1873 book Tourmaline: 

  òThey had been searching for minerals during the day along the Mountain, and were then descending on their way 

to the village. It was the last day of autumn; and the glimmering rays of the setting sun were gilding with renewed splen-

dor the then faded colors of the landscape. The view of the distant mountains, the intervening valleys softened with 

purple shadows, the patches of green grass in the meadows untouched by early frost, the variegated hues of the forest 

leaves left by the autumnal winds, the broad extents of the russet brown of the stubble fields contrasting vividly with 

the glorious hues of the sunset sky, composed a scene of exquisite loveliness. As they turned to descend the hillock, a 

vivid shade of green flashed from an object on the roots of a tree upturned by the wind, and caught the eye of young 

(Continued from page 1) 

Unknown house on Beech Hill, North Waterford. Postcard is 
signed Evie Beyer in 1966. If you can identify it, please let us know. 


